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OPENING NOVEMBER 25TH, 2017. 6 PM - TILL LATE
via della Libertà 31, Cernobbio. Lake Como

Bikini Art Residency

MARINE JULIÉ 
PRIMITIVE 

CONTEMPORARY

Bikini Art Residency is proud to present Primitive Contemporary by Marine Julié. 
Her residency started on October 7th and ends with the opening on November 25th. 
Marine’s practice is rooted in her perception of ancient cults and collective iconography. 
She has long been fascinated with history of war and what survives us; her work involves a 
language of para-human, androgynous figures, hybrid creatures between human and ani-
mal in the act of battle and sex.
Marine plays with these references not much as a mean to give an interpretation of his-
tory, but to populate a dreamlike world. Her work often develops in the hidden and wild, 
in the abandoned and in the uncanny. Images, references and the narration of her drawings 
become a way to reflect upon our contemporaneity. She investigates archetypical figures 
that seem to be buried under modern social constructions. 

For Chatouiller les couilles du seigneur, Marine has worked on a constellation of wall draw-
ings, developing new characters and figures for the occasion. The drawings, enlightened by 
fire, mutate in the space and expand on the rocky surface, referencing to the Allegory of the 
Cave – a way to interrogate the dichotomy illusion/reality, freedom/slavery. They also ques-
tion how much this has to do with the laws of social judgment.
The artist made three other pieces, Sixty-nine, G-whiz, Face-off. The sculptures emulate 
ancient totems and juxtapose reminiscences of the past with contemporary culture of cop-
ulation. Primitive Contemporary turns the apartments into a grotto-like environment, a 
declination of the mineral form, to descend in the shadows of a primordial retain of mem-
ory and life. 
Following the opening, the space will host a frantic party curated by Bikini Art Residency: 
a parade around a fire, a kind of sacred contemporary ritual and dance to sexuality and 
empowerment, the interplay between two existences. Music, basses, electronic lights and 
other interferences are part of a contemporary enchantment, which perhaps relates to a 
primordial instinct to celebrate life and expiate death; a weird mix that suspends the bur-
dens of both. 



MARINE JULIÉ
Marine Julié is based in Switzerland. Her work has been shown in a number of exhibitions 
including CSAV – Artists Research Laboratory, Fondazione Antonio Ratti, Como, Italy 
(2017); Celine Gallery, Glasgow, UK (2017); Wunderkammer, Lausanne, Switzerland (2017); 
La fôret d’art Contemporain, Parc Régional des Landes, France (2016); Triennale d’Art 
Contemporain du Valais, Martigny, Switzerland (2015); La SAS, with Fabrice Gygi, Lausanne, 
Switzerland (2014); Basis, Frankfurt, Germany (2013); Biennale d’Art Contemporain d’An-
glet, France (2013).

BIKINI ART RESIDENCY
Founded in 2016, Bikini Art Residency is a self-funded residency programme based on Lake 
Como, which invites emerging artists and supports the production of contemporary art.
The community of Bikini relies on an international network in order to share, facilitate and 
promote artistic creation. Residents are given a studio for a period of time, a dedicated team 
and a budget defined according to projects. Throughout the duration of each residency, the 
work and process are documented and exhibited. Bikini applies an experimental, guerrilla 
approach, always operating with a fun-for-purpose attitude.
After the performance of Bogdan Ablozhnyy (Feb. 2017) and Lulù Nuti’s residency (Jan.-
April 2017), on the occasion of the opening of Primitive Contemporary by Marine Julié, 
Bikini Art Residency inaugurates a second location. 

Music by Unfollowers, a music curation project and a weekly radio show on Radio
Raheem that celebrates music and rhythm, hosted by Mattia Ramberti & Ruggero Isacchi.
Dj/Producer Vesy represented by Space Label and The Pool House Chicago.
Kitchen by Gio Ratti 
Lights by OLO creative farm

Thanks to Campari

Exhibition  by appointment, until December 22nd, 2017
Contact hello@bikiniartresidency.com
Website  www.bikiniartresidency.com
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